Preoperative colonoscopic diagnosis of villous adenoma of the appendix. Report of a case and review of the literature.
This case of villous adenoma of the appendix reported is unique by virtue of its having been diagnosed preoperatively using colonoscopy. Only 45 such lesions have been described previously, and a review of those cases reveals that 93 percent were discovered at appendectomy performed either incidentally or for acute appendicitis. The malignant potential of this entity is unknown and its treatment is controversial. Because of a report association between adenomas of the appendix and other gastrointestinal neoplasms, long-term surveillance is recommended.